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jrFerman, the Washington representative of 




Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), was very much upset and disturbed over the prospeC&t 
| J of the Senate Post Office Committee violating the confidential character of files infP^ 



in 



referred to%|r^%^ 



their forthcoming inquiry on security procedures, v He advised me today that he.. 'had 
lunch on May 12th with former Senator Gillette and Hugh Finzel. He 
the letter which he had written Senator Johnston and which he had also furnished^ 
us wherein he made a strong presentation on the necessity of protecting 'theVfe!^^ 
confidential character of files. He told me that Senator Gillette impressed himas| 
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,*■$ 



|in^n]pv^iyllet^^ 

I individual^ casje basis. The only two cases that they have definitely decided tb'££|| 

\i hold hearings on are the Wolf--Ladejinsky case and the Chasanow case; Gillette^ 

stated that they contemplated developing the basic facts and then it will be necessary! 

to get access to the files to see how the cases were handled or mishandled. ^ Gillett^ 
v told Ferman that he appreciated his concern and was sympathetic to his concern| ? f|^^ 

and, of course, would not* even consider getting into raw files. . :v>" ^; ^'Mi&W^ 
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stated that:*f# 



Ferman $.sked if there was not some compromise and whether 

selected information or ..summaries might not suffice. Senator GUette 

I this might serve the purpose. Ferman stated that he is even more concerned -^p|^^ f 

now over the confidential character of files since he feels that the liberal forces wluJit 

Ulcere pretty well mobilized behind the necessity of protecting files in the McCarth!y^||C 

I J hearings might now very well reverse themselves and say that the files shouldbe^^^ 

j | made public in the Chasanow and Ladejinsky cases. : : tf ' 

;- I told Ferman that these, of course, were&nly two cases and that^ty^-| 
must be remembered that there are many other cases and that there might come l|%^i^ 
a time where the only way a Government agency might defend itself would be to f^l^JI 
bare the files to show exactly what was done or what was not, done. ■'; I told Fermarxj^^c 
that we, of course, would stick to our traditional position, but that on 'the<8tber|£abd^f 
should the questionof our own integrity'or what we did or" did not do became' an ;^^^| 

Ferman stated that he ^Mii^S J 
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i J I issue, we did not propose to take this idly lying down." Fei 
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Memo for Mr, Tolson from L. B. Nichols V;-,.^';*- ; 

RE: SENATE POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE '^fi'' : {. ' '-^'KBS^ 









?feg;V^V 



'rfT-'A 



(certainly hoped we were not put in this position/ I told him we hoped so too, 
but that on the other hand, we were not going to stand by and have the Bureau snieai^t 
He, of course, did not blame us for this. He did not know when they will start 
their hearings. ; vJ - ".<.:-.:.■ *- 
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United States Department of Justice, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 






Dear Lou: 



p_. CI 



I attach herewith, a letter received 
yesterday from Guyffiiliett fi,, in reply to 
mine of May 3rd sent to Senator Olin Johnston, 
which you will be interested in. 
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With best wishes, 



IFrp 

Enc* 




V^^truly yours, 
IRVING FERMAN. . 
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■♦h- .h* 80 ^^ ^ ^6 a proposed amendment to the "code "^ch'wo^have led 
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1 S^Sb "?!! * at ?™ ye ^ 
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The American Civil Liberties Union had opposed all three M-o*>oealiL «hi nh 
been recommended by the State Bar.s Committee 2 Rules of KfeeZS C^uct 
a memorandum to the Board, the ACLU's Southern California Sw!h rtSd Sjj*lj 
mSSSt .S"SIy ™ "^ '* M J * ,flr,r8 Wh ° advoeate the violenJIvertSx^ of *g 

rver^eSte 13 ^ 6 ^ be™ 3 * 8 "** ** <>^« «*^ -d eco^^^ 




i»S.!?f* **W *• b.ci« .0.6. ^rFora i^^to^i^&Sg^ 

.thout having to^utior th§ J£5g» 



*»««**««- **T T, ** w w "° wowttBK* « u«&. Air jforce corporal has 

S££us ^ en n^ lp >, a f te ^ a *r° and a ha " J^ar delay toitholrt hIvL 8 
religious oath, n So hdllf( ,„, Qod B - •.-,. ., ,,, . •<•..„;. . _ ; , . •.-,. -j -?£?*. 

f^rt^ 6 n^T 1 ! 6 ! ^-y 8 * 1 ^ " Walt « narwwi"ii.'*H» ^gained 1 ni^itlzen^ip'^ 

S£5F£tJ?£?^ ^ 8t Janu f i y» He had **e* turned tioim in August 19*2 by jfcdge^lss 

W^S!£^ ,B1 ? re f r ! Ued havln e t0 dei V P^««ki citizenship but who sail ~ &tM 

our government is founded upon a belief in Qod,» and later added that "if you loirN*^ 

*£$ an e ^ D ^ h3S P 1,1 " 01 ?^ 8 ^^ on the existence of a Supreme Belig - as'l^ 
SS.^?!i. De , Clara ^ on of independence on down to the latest pronouncements or 
resident Eisenhover - then you must abide by the rules of that orgamsation.w -^ %' 

n «m,.«, P ' l ^ a0kl, an athdl8 t; was willing tn affirm' hie loyalty without* religloue tef- 
^S2"w °a» was aopeaiad. The National Liberal league, a freethinker grnup^W, 

^2Sv^S:-i?? N ^ h Tv Ca if • ^^ filed a brief *» hl « behalf /which was suble^S 
iuently upheld in effect by the Attorney General? b action in the case. The ACLU BaidP?,' 

f„T.f^ T ° f0 JT! an a * hei6t to fay that he believes in 064 when he'doeBn't/'ie an "&i 
.erference with the free exercise of his religion V the religion of disbelief. If av 
native-born citizen is entitled to freedom of religion which would^u^dgthe right? 

4 REGULAR WBBKLY SERVICE. FURTHER INFORMATION FURNISHED ON kEQUEST 
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not to believe in God, then a petitioner for raturalization has~ttie same^ilgfit^^^^v" 

Affirmations, in lieu of an oath, are expressly aliened by Congress. This should v^^; 

solve this problem easily* However, it is the Implications of . the decision that .axavn- 

; frightening* This is not a nation of God-believers alone* It is a nation of people;J& 

■ who have freedom of conscience — who have the right to believe or not to believe *?*S«# 

^^:r:. r - ■■ ■■*■ . . ■ V'rV. ■ ^"--v .„r<, ' -- ■;. ... - : - .- :v - ■-,.v,r^T., :^. v . ..v. .-'^ ; - ^-^-^^/,v:^>^; 

';?" ." In April of 1953, the Attorney General's office, in effect, dropped the casej>^ 
and eventually a new Judge gave Plywacki his citizenship without the oath, , The case^v 
is thought to.be one of the few of its kind ever to come to ligbt # \"^^^^;/^>u«X- : i.^V 

if -:> : .;••;■{.■- , "■ V COURT BARS POLITICAL QUESTION IN IM^m^gEX^f^^^^^^ 
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- The right of a son residing in a foreign country to irherit his father's es«*^;1 
tate without having to answer questions about his political affiliations has been up^; 
held by a New Jersey appeals, court.; The court also ruled on the extent of ^;^M-^ ; . 
process in inheritance cases* ■ vP'^S; - t " > /■ #*>^i> r ,;:->\ >*-/*. >?^' -"^ : '"?"*- ^^"W^-; 

When Joseph ifozar died, his brother Stephen thought he was the sole heir and^fc 
was made administrator of the estate. In December 1°53> Alois Wozar, a resident of >J. >: 
Czechoslovakia, claimed to be Joseph's son and therefore entitled to the inheritance)^ 
He filed in an Ocean County, N.J. court through American attorneys. to obtain his in-ffK 
heritance* v. ' ":,--.■*- .■< 



* v*$tvVi ... **£><, 









." Counsel for Stephen Wozar sought to identify Alois further and secured inter^||& 
rogatories from the court requiring that information be submitted by Alois Wozar, .iiv^p; 
Czechoslovakia to prove his claim. Among, the questions asked were three pertaining '$%jf; 
to his p ossible membership in the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia or his sympathyV^l 



with Communist organizations there*? 



: ;-*£9s 3 



Acting in the New Jersey court in behalf of Alois Wozar, attorney Jerome Alperjf 
of Newark failed to submit any answers to the questions as to Wozar' s possible Commu* 
nist sympathies and sought to have the case continued long enough to have testimonjy;^^ 
taken in Czechoslovakia on other matters relating to Wozar' s identity* During the^a& 
interim, attorneys for Stephen Wozar were successful in having the entire case dis^S^c 
missed in August 19J>U on the grounds that enough time had elapsed and the questioning 
had not been answered* .-- — ■- . -.■ - 7 - ; -...~_.^- l ^-.-., ^_^_*..*^.„.: ...._ ^_^^.^rv^ 

■ . ■ ....... -.-'.. >•■ ■ ^'v -;.•■ V,>v : c ':. : ^V:-^:r:::-.':.; ■Vr i --i#^, 



The Appellate Division of the Superior Court of New Jersey reversed this acV; _^ 
tion, declaring that questions regarding Wozar 1 s possible Communist affiliations were^ 
"manifestly improper and irrelevant* 11 Since the action deals with the right of a sojJK-" 
to inherit his father's estate, "his political beliefs as a citizen and resident of^j 
Czechoslovakia in the present posture of the case before us. have no pertinency," vt 
the court said* 



:M 



>^ 



With respect to due process, the court noted that trial courts have wide disj|| 
cretion in this type of case, including the right to dismiss the case entirely* Bu* 
said the court, "Such drastic action should not be taken except in. unusual circurn^ 
stances which display gross inattention, carelessness or contumacy* ••" Noting thai 
difficulty of shuttling information back and forth from Czechoslovakia, the couit^l 
indicated that a reasonable time had to be alloyed in order to establish the.necesr?^ 
saxy proof of Wozar 's claim, 
judicial authority," it said. 




: . f The case has been returned to the lower court with orders to allow time 
verification of documentary proof • 
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" : - : : r ; ■ - : .v -'■;}; CENSORSHIP AID AMT I- KJPISM BILLS DEFSATED IN AKCANSAS Jil^g^C ^ 
*v'"- •■-''■". ■" v ■ -• ■■- . ■■*.■' v-'r-:^ ■ ■■--'. '7 .v-^-'^ : 'cVr r; ': ''%*^^;;^f---^*.'-.^-^-^ ,-f^ ^ 

A sweeping censorship bill and an ^anti-nudism bill have been defeated ^y^thg^ 
Arkansas legislature at its current session. The censorship measure would have^pro^ 
hibited the publication or dissemination of any obscene material in any medium , of ^ 
communication w hat soever and would have also made it a crime to give inf ormatioii. ^ 
to where such material could be obtained*": " : :S-^- ^-^v^.'-iv^v-^^ *f:S*-*' v 51^vvrf^." , S 

The bill did not say v;ho would judge the obscenity and any person could have| 
filed a protest under it* The present Arkansas laws dealing with this subject "'P^M^ 
the authority to ban magazines, movies, and other publications or entertainaent^ t .in^^ 
the hands of the prosecuting attorneys or censorship boards • y/^^^^i^^^i^^^^f. 

The anti-nudism bill defined nudism as congregating with the booV eag>osed J^^l 

% *i presence of "one or more" of the opposite sex. The proposal would also haye^pS^ 

% wed the publication, sale or possession of literature promoting nudism* Vr.- /;-^.*^ 

■ - - ■ ■ \'j > ;- -■■ ■;...■ .^.■■■^.^-^•■.? •■■-.;:■ ^^IH^ 
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riCKETIM} OF MOVIE COMPANY OFFICES DEFENDED AS FREE SOT^^r^ 

.. .. . * 1"." ';' ■ ' "'A 

A recent attempt by Columbia Pictures Corporation to halt picketing of its '^ 
offices or distribution of communications terming it "unfair" drew a protest from the 
Minnesota Branch of the American Civil liberties.Union. :. ', '...X^'-M-:.-' \, i*^"^T 

'" ^ ; *? ^r^ iend 0f J**- 2 0Urt brlef filed wi^'the U.S." District' Court fn MinneiiS?' 
olis, the ACIU opposed on free speech grounds Columbia's petition for an injunction.- 
t^n 0r ^rf> a p a ^^n .ff?^ 8 * fFH? °* dependent theatre owners and their associa- 
tion, North Central Allied, which had objected to film rentals demanded by ooll^' 

SV T C S ted nS° 1 r^ a, ! Mime8poli8 ""ice with signs fcoSStaT^SSpKlTSSdr 

?••■■•' .■:'.."., ."/.• ; *.-VT i . . . :""*! **"..-■' \ ,. r '>-' s *'*r.:V ; '*: :*,'■•■'.' ■'■■"'.* ■■'*-■ '■".V**-V-"-. t "**"'■ *' J '*P'.fc r -*-J[*c' 

^ Columb^s^TaLfoi; ^2*^^^^^?^^ ^^^^^ 

of free^JeeSh! 1 !!?. 18 8 me8n ?: * e ^ ressi ° n P^cted byW'corat^tinal guar^^ 



**& 



£i 



ws^^sEsr. legai ^ but ^ not be •^•* V^jn* 5 ^ 



■,„' "Prior restraint of picketing is legally justified only if (ai ^lihe^icte^^ 
is conducted in an unlawful manner as with a show of forceror (Hit s eete t fS^ 

S'tSSSSjf," UnlaWfUl "*• I* iB not Justified'mereg beca^ttop lcketgl 
-o'-their^rincipalsr^-concomitan^^ 

. . "The court cannot c ontrol or forbid expression because of an alleeatien ''a^M. 
hension or fact that in content it may be inaccurate, unliable] ' SSSSj^J^ 

was po^tefout! Slander *"" pr<>teot P e ™ons end firms from unrestrained attalk^* 

picketi^f^T 5 ^ 1113 ^ 7 !2r We ' di after the defendant a S"ed terrain 'from V^> 
tte courts ^ ff\ P ?? KJ" 16 Minnesota ACLU had hoped the case would advance i& ; » 
JK^Sm^ . J be ^ ieved **» free s P ee eh point should have been the basis for a^tf 
favorable decision for the theatre owners. ..,-. •-.".. . ?. • a" - v - /fl 
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CALIFORNIA ZONING LAW HEU) INVALID IN CHURCH CASE 



■■:>:■ li-Zgm 

al a Pitd^^.V 11 " 66 ^ 30 .!^* 6 DiBtriot Court of Appeals declared unconstitutto# 
al a Piedmont, California ordinance banning the building of a private Catholic scn^ 

wMM, +3 he ,oT, C , iS i° n WkS nade ** a case brought by the Catoolic^tfelfare Federat^n^S 
o£er o«aniSt?L N ° rt !? ern Cal f °™ ia «** ^iend of the court briSs 2on?3# 
cn^orSX^^ 

stitution^^^^v* 116 oourt said, '"it issettlsd that^parents tove*the Wic^boh^ 
«2l2?KJi* ki° have , their children educated in schools of their own choice, « 
ins&io„ a80nab i e "g^" 0118 aa *o subjects required to be taught, mLner or^ 
PutS aoh^i 6 ?' K HaVln f ^ basic ^ ht in ■*««, no reasonable gfouid for perait'tiui 
tSe^Ls C Jub5ecS So ZZ?T£? ** Z ° ne * ^Prohibiting all othel schools teac^* 
w bwb suojects to the same age groups can be suggested." ' •' -■■-',■ *?X& - •" , ".-" ^ 



CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINTS ARISE 






e in QKi KftWA^ ^ ; ;^,".^,: -;,.^ 
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V*. ArSJ^nbis??^ rf^S l*^ *?***V«9. bettfeen Japan and Foriiosa and theVS 
tarv e^rLLn 3 ^ t h ° Pacific >" has become an issue of civil rights under miii$ 

Onion? Thrcoi^?f h , C0mP ^ int8 JT* *° ^ ACUI by ^ ^P^ 8 ^ Libertie£^l 
the c^S^ti^^!! came from Okinawans resident in Japan. The Onion has takerup ?: 
Son S^ w "b the "llitary authorities in rfaShingtoE, who have under consider^ 
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